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opened in November 1932, and the draft of a revised Indian
Constitution was taken in hand. The result was published
in a White Book on March 17, 1933.
The Revised Indian Constitution.*
What is the Revised Indian Constitution ? Will it satisfy
the people of India ? I can only see in it their further
betrayal.
In the first place, very extensive safeguards are proposed :
safeguards, that is, of British public and private interests.
The real authority remains in the hands of the Viceroy
and the British officials. The control of defence, foreign
relations, and of religious matters, all of which the Indians
earnestly desire to manage for themselves, remain the
prerogative of the Viceroy. The ministers responsible to the
Confederate or other Assembly are not allowed to interfere
in them in any way. The Viceroy is responsible to the British
Government and Parliament only. He has power to act
without reference to the Confederate Assembly, as indicated
below. He can act to :
(i) Control a situation which threatens the peace of India
or any part of it.
(ii) Uphold the finances and credit of the Indian Con-
federacy.
(iii) Support the authority of the constitutional officials
and protect their lawful interests.
(iv) Protect the interests of the Native States,
(v)   Check commercial discrimination.
(ro) Enforce all reservations.
This seems to take the backbone out of Indian self-
government. It is evident that England is again deluding
the Indians with fair words. And, to bring the whole system
into line with that which obtains in Egypt, she has the
Native Princes in her pocket to control the nationalist
movement. Instead of appointing a king of her own choice,
as she has done in Egypt, she has won over the Princes.
___ ___                        _________           ____       _______________________                                    *
* Note: I have described the Indian Nationalist Movement at some
length in my Will Japan and America Ultimately Fight ? and my Japan
Fights the World. What follows is an account of developments since they
were written.